
[image: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, AHRQ Logo. ][image: Department of Health and Human Services; AHRQ Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality logo.][image: ][image: ]
[image: An image of the bacteria that causes syphilis.]Syphilis
[image: ]AHRQ Safety Program for Telemedicine: 
Improving Antibiotic Use		Syphilis Patient Handout
[image: ]AHRQ Safety Program for Telemedicine: 
Improving Antibiotic Use		Syphilis Patient Handout
What Is Syphilis?
Syphilis is a common sexually transmitted infection. 
Without treatment, syphilis leads to serious health problems.
Each stage of syphilis (primary, secondary, latent, and tertiary) has different signs and symptoms.
During primary syphilis, people may notice a single sore or more than one sore on the penis, vagina, anus, rectum, or lips. Many people don’t notice the sore. It goes away after 3–6 weeks.
During the secondary stage, many may have skin rashes or sores on the mouth, vagina, or anus. The rash can be on the palms or the soles of your feet.
During the latent stage, which can last years, people usually don’t have symptoms.
Tertiary syphilis can impact the heart, blood vessels, brain, eye, ear, or nervous system. 
Babies can get syphilis from their mothers.
How Can I Prevent Syphilis?
Sexually active people can get syphilis through vaginal, anal, or oral sex. 
Use condoms the right way every time.
Be in a relationship with one person and make sure that person does not have sex with anyone else.
What Tests Will the Clinician/Doctor Do in Order To Check for Syphilis?
[bookmark: _Hlk105574619]The clinician/doctor will order a blood test.
Your clinician/doctor will also usually test you for other potential infections as well.
If you have symptoms, you should be seen in person for a physical exam.
If the test is positive, you should be seen in person for a physical exam.
If I Have Syphilis, What Happens Next?
Your doctor/clinician will order an antibiotic depending on which stage of syphilis you have. Usually, this is an antibiotic that is injected in a clinic or hospital, and it may need to be given more than once. 
Information about the test may be provided to your local health department. These professionals will help make sure your sexual partners will be contacted, tested, and treated as well.
Tell your sexual partners that they should see a clinician/doctor for testing and treatment. This visit should be in person if they are having symptoms.
Avoid sexual activity until 7 days after treatment and after your partner was treated.
Contact Your Clinician/Doctor if:
You develop fevers, chills, or aches.
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Directions for Adding Your Logo to Your Document
If you choose to add a logo to this document, you can place it in the footer, below the article development content. 
Steps: 
Open the footer section (either double click in the footer section of the document or go to the “Insert” tab → select the drop-down menu for “Footer”→ and click on “Edit Footer”).
Make sure your cursor is below the bottom line (or wherever you want your logo).
Go to the “Insert” tab.
Click on “Pictures” from the “Insert” tab.
A window will pop up so you can search your computer for the logo. Select your logo (.jpg or .png format) and click the insert button.
Your logo will appear in your footer. If you are happy with the placement, skip step 7.
** If you want to move the logo image around, click on the logo → go to the 
“Format” tab → click on the “Wrap Text” drop-down menu → and select “In front of text.” This formatting will allow you to move the logo freely around the screen.
When you are satisfied with the placement of the logo, exit the footer section (either double click outside of the footer area or go to the “Design” tab → and click the “Close header and footer” button).
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